210          RELIGIOUS S3?STEMS OF THE WOULD.

Give thy life for His service, like a soldier in battle. Deceive no
one, neither Jew nor Gentile; quarrel with no one, whatever his
creed. If one would borrow of thee, and thou hast doubts of being
repaid, do not lie, saying thou hast no money. On him that
oppresses the poor or buys stolen goods, no blessing rests. f If a
murderer would take refuge with thee, consent not to hide him,
yea, though he be a Jew. Honour the virtuous Gentile, not the
irreligious Israelite. In morals Jew and Christian, as a rule, are-
alike. On those that clip the coin, on usurers, on such as have
false weights and measures, or who are in any wise dishonest in
business, there is no blessing. The worst failing is ingratitude;
it must not be shown even to the brute. More guilty even than
those who are cruel to animals are the employers that ill-treat
their servants. Pay thy debts before thou givest alms. If one
has cheated or injured thee in any way, let not revenge tempt
thee to do the same to him." Here again are a few sayings
chosen almost at random from various writers : " The alms given
in health are gold; in illness, silver; left by will, copper." "Put
no one to the blush in public; misuse thy power against no man."
"Beware of drunkenness, and thou wilt not have to repent of
shameful behaviour." "A man's virtues are pearls, and the
thread on which they are strung is the fear of God; break the
thread, and the pearls are lost one by oiu?. But without morality
there can be no real performance of religious duty."l

And thus we come back to our starting-point: Moral excellence
is the essence of religion.

That Judaism should so persistently have taught this grand1
truth becomes all the more remarkable when it is remembered
that the history of the Jew is an almost unbroken record of
suffering. The world seems to have conspired to thrust him back
by relentless persecution into the arms of formalism, to restrict
the field for the play of his higher instincts to the external rites
of religion. Shut out for many a weary century from intercourse
with all men save the members of his own race, imprisoned in
Ghettos, hunted down, hated, and reviled, it would have been no-
marvel if he had fixed his thoughts exclusively on the cere-
monialism of the " Scribes and the Pharisees," if he had shown
no feeling whatever for a lofty ethical ideal, nay, if he had nursed
in his heart and practised in his life, sentiments of positive
malevolence towards the world that so deeply wronged him.
Well, indeed, might he have pleaded human nature as his-
justification, ".Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not a Jew hands,
organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions? Fed with the

1 All the foregoing extracts are translated from Zunz: " Zur G-eschichte tmd'
Literatux,"